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“The road has not ended,” said Iranian President Hassan Rouhani, indicating that Iran is still 
open to diplomacy with the US and salvaging the 2015 nuclear deal. Mr Rouhani was speaking at 
a weekly cabinet meeting which was broadcasted on state television on Wednesday. Photo: 
President of Russia Official Website. 

CALENDAR: UPCOMING INSTITUTE EVENTS 

Prospects for a Two-State Solution 
Is a two-state solution is still a viable option to resolve the Palestinian-Israeli conflict? Statements 
from US officials responsible for formulating policy towards Israel 
and the Palestinians increasingly suggest that the Trump 
administration may be preparing to abandon its efforts to establish an 
independent Palestinian state. MEI Senior Research Fellow Victor 
Kattan will provide an overview of the main solutions proposed to 
resolve this longstanding dispute. Join us on 9 October. 

WHAT’S NEWS: THE BIG HEADLINES THIS WEEK 

Iran Still Open to Salvaging Nuclear Deal 
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani has stated that he is keeping the door open to diplomacy with 
the US, despite refusing a meeting with US President Donald Trump at the United Nations 
General Assembly on Tuesday night. The sudden offer of a meeting, which blindsided Mr 
Rouhani and his aides, was brokered by French President Emmanuel Macron. Mr Rouhani said 
he broadly agrees with French proposals for a salvaged nuclear deal, where the US would lift 
sanctions in return for Iran’s full compliance with all terms of the nuclear pact and its guarantee 
for the security of navigation in the Persian Gulf. 

US Shifts Middle East Air Base from Region 
In a significant tactical shift, the US Air Force moved its Middle East command centre from 
Qatar to South Carolina amid tension with Iran. Although temporary, it was the first time the 
command and control centre has been moved out of the region since it was first established in 
1991. Resurgent risks and new technology are leading the United States to reconsider how much 
of its operations need to be based abroad. 

Protest in front of the Consulate General of Saudi Arabia in Istanbul following the murder of 
Jamal Khashoggi in 2018. Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman accepted 
responsibility for the killing this week. Photo: Voice of America. 

Jamal Khashoggi’s Murder: One Year On 
After the Saudi journalist’s murder, intellectuals, writers and activists across the Middle East are 
increasingly censoring themselves out of fear of their governments. Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman accepted responsibility in a “60 minutes” interview this week, although 
he denied giving the order for the killing. Saudi officials have refused to cooperate with 
international investigators. The Saudis have criticised the unrelenting Western focus on the case 
as one fuelled by partisan politics in the United States and promoted by Iran, Turkey and Qatar. 

LOOK AHEAD: WHAT TO KEEP WATCH ON 

Saudis Give Green Light for Talks with Iran 
Saudi Arabia has given the green light for a meeting with Iran, via mediation from Iraqi Prime 
Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi. This will be the first step towards de-escalating tensions in the 
region, which have risen following Saudi oil attacks last month that were blamed on Iran. 
According to the Iraqi prime minister’s office, both sides have set out starting conditions for 
talks, and the US government has also approved negotiations. 

Netanyahu Indictment Could Follow Hearings 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is likely to be indicted on charges of fraud, bribery 
and breach of trust, according to legal experts. Mr Netanyahu’s pre-indictment trial has 
expanded its hearings to continue until Monday, 7 October, according to an update from the 
Attorney-General Avichai Mandelblit’s office. Mr Mandelblit’s decision is expected to be issued 
as negotiations for the formation of the new government are under way. Mr Netanyahu has 
insisted he will not step down even if indicted, setting up a possible showdown with the legal 
system. 

#MUSTREAD: WHAT’S POPULAR ON OUR SOCIAL MEDIA 

FACEBOOK: "I've been in Saudi Arabia. That's where real Islam comes from and you're doing it 
wrong, so we're going to make some changes." This is the belief of some adherents of 
Wahhabism in Asia. In his lecture about the evolution and impact of Saudi transnational 
proselytization, Dr Peter Mandaville explains the complex influences behind this sentiment. 
https://bit.ly/2nbL0VA 

While sharing the Middle East is going to be immensely complicated and challenging for the 
United States, its allies and Iran, it is inevitable, MEI Senior Research Fellow Fanar Haddad 
argues. Read Dr Haddad’s piece for Al-Jazeera to find out why. 
https://bit.ly/2oIOoHW  

TWITTER: Empty seats and ghostly silence has made the world athletics 
championships a PR disaster for Qatar, which has spent the past 
decade buying up rights to host major events, including the 2022 
football World Cup.  
https://bit.ly/2o0Apge  
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