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“Is the truth really that painful?” Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif (above) 
tweeted in response to sanctions the United States imposed on him for being Iran’s primary 
spokesperson around the world.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
CALENDAR: UPCOMING INSTITUTE EVENTS 
 

US and Iran: On a Collision Course? 
 

Fears of conflict in the Persian Gulf have arisen as a result of the growing 
United States-Iran tensions. What are the goals of the American 
“maximum pressure” campaign? How do the Iranians view this, and what 
will their response be? To get the answers, join us on August 13, when 
diplomats, officials and experts debate these issues. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHAT’S NEWS: THE BIG HEADLINES THIS WEEK 
 

US Sanctions Iranian Foreign Minister 
 

The United States has imposed sanctions on Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif 
for implementing the agenda of Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and for being 
Iran’s primary spokesperson around the world. In a tweet, Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Abbas Mousavi described the decision of American leaders as the “ultimate ignorance”. The 
action is the latest in a series of events since May, including attacks on oil tankers in the Gulf, that 
have contributed to rising fears of a direct US-Iranian conflict. 

 
 

A Syrian refugee child in Istanbul (above). Turkey’s recent crackdown on unregistered refugees in 
Istanbul has spread fear in the community. 

 

 6,000 Illegal Migrants Arrested in Istanbul  
 
For the past two weeks, Turkish authorities have launched a crackdown on unregistered refugees 
and migrants in Istanbul, including 1,000 Syrians who had moved there to secure better 
livelihoods. These Syrians now fear being returned to the Turkish province where they arrived in 
— or worse, being deported back to Syria. 
 

Alleged 9/11 Mastermind Attempts Bargain 
 

Incarcerated for over a decade, Khalid Sheikh Mohammed is no longer willing to be martyred. 
The alleged mastermind of 9/11 appears willing to give a deposition in a lawsuit filed by victims 
of 9/11, which charges that the Saudi government helped coordinate the attacks, if he is spared 
the death penalty.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

LOOK AHEAD: WHAT TO KEEP WATCH ON 
 

Afghan-Taliban Talks to Commence in Oslo 
 

 A 15-man Afghan government delegation comprising of high-ranking officials is expected to 
meet with the Taliban for negotiations on August 7 in Oslo, following the completion of the 
United States' own talks with the armed group, according to diplomatic sources. The move is 
seen as a watershed moment in the peace process, with Taliban officials having previously 
declined to speak with Afghan emissaries. Afghan President Ashraf Ghani and US Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo have expressed hope that these negotiations will bring an end to the 
longstanding conflict. 

 

Israel to Launch Amos-17 Satellite 
 

Israeli satellite Amos-17 will be launched from the Kennedy Space Station, Florida next week and 
will orbit 36,000 km above central Africa. The satellite is expected to provide better TV, internet 
and cellular services to Europe, the Middle East and Africa. In doing this, Israel hopes to take 
advantage of the growing demand for satellite connectivity by Africa's growing markets. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

#MUSTREAD: WHAT’S POPULAR ON OUR SOCIAL MEDIA 
 

FACEBOOK:  
Iran, Saudi Arabia and Israel are among the Middle Eastern countries targeting American voters 
ahead of next year's election.  
https://wapo.st/2SXmbYL  

 
Tunisia’s emergence as the “true success story of the Arab Spring” 
can be credited to the leadership of Tunisian President Beji Caid 
Essebsi (right), who passed away last Thursday, aged 92.  
https://fam.ag/2yr8Uym     

 
TWITTER: Princess Haya, the Oxford-educated daughter of the late 
King Hussein of Jordan, has applied for a non-molestation order and 
wardship of her two children with the ruler of Dubai, Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid al-Maktoum.  
https://bit.ly/2ZmrzXQ  

 
Get unique insights from MEI and keep up to date with hot news and fresh perspectives: 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Can’t make it to our events? Listen at your own time! 
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