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When we plumbed the depths of our Arab 
heritage searching for a luminous gem to 
light up our present and restore what has 

been forgotten or lost from our lives today 
which is Love, we brought back a pearl of 
everlasting incandescence indeed a torch 
whose flame never dies out so long as two 

souls breath in Love 
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ABOUT MARCEL 
“For my family, music is like oxygen. If we didn’t have it, we wouldn’t survive”  
 
Marcel Khalifé was born on June 10, 1950 in Amchit, Lebanon. He studied the Oud (the Arabic 
lute) at the Beirut National Conservatory of Music and graduated in 1971, and, ever since, has 
been injecting a new life into the Oud. Oud playing was traditionally constrained by the strict 
techniques that governed its playing. Highly talented and skillful musicians such as Marcel Khalifé 
were, however, able to free the instrument from those constraints and thus greatly expanding its 
possibilities. 
 
His challenges, however, are not only musical in character. Interpreter of music and Oud performer, 
he is also a composer who is deeply attached to the text on which he relies. In his association with 
great contemporary Arab poets, particularly Palestinian poet par excellence, Mahmoud Darwish, he 
seeks to renew the character of the Arabic song, to break its stereotypes, and to advance the culture 
of the society that surrounds it. 
 
Marcel Khalifé’s lyrical and instrumental recordings add up to more than 20 albums and DVDs, 
Promises of the storm (1976), Rain Songs (1977), Where from, do I Enter the Homeland? (1978), 
Weddings (1979), At the Borders (1979), Stripped Bare (1980), Happiness (1981), The Bridge 
(1983), Collections – 3 Albums (1984), Dreamy Sunrise (1984), Ahmad Al Arabi (1984), Peace 
Be With you (1989), Ode To A Homeland (1990), Arabic Coffeepot (1995), Jadal Oud Duo 
(1996), Magic Carpet (1998), Concerto Al Andalus (2002), Caress (2004), Voyageur DVD 
(2004), Taqasim (2007), Sharq CD & DVD (2007). 
 
Since 1974, Marcel Khalifé has been composing music for dance which gave rise to a new genre of 
dance, the popular Near Eastern ballet (Caracalla, Sarab Ensemble, Rimah, and Popular Art 
Ensemble). His compositions for dance include The Marvels of the Prodigy (1974), The Black 
Tents (1978), A shot of Glory (1980), The Taming of the Shrew (1981), Echoes (1981), 
Summer Night’s Dream (1992), Alissar, Queen Of Carthage (1997) and Andalusia (2000). 
 
On his journey, Marcel Khalifé invents and creates original music, a novel world of sounds, freed of 
all pre-established rules. This language elevates him to the level of an ambassador of his own culture 
and to the vanguard of Arabic music in search of innovators. 
In June 2005 Marcel Khalifé was named UNESCO Artist for Peace for his artistic achievement 
and humanitarian contributions. 
In 2008, Marcel Khalifé helped in the establishment of the Qatar Philharmonic Orchestra (QPO) 
and was named as its music director and resident composer. 
 
 
 
 



MARCEL AROUND THE WORLD 
“He has consistently opposed war, performed in bombed-out buildings during the Lebanese civil war, 
passionately defended the rights of Palestinians. In 2005, he was named UNESCO’s Artist for Peace,” 
Amy Goodman 
 
Marcel Khalifé has been invited several times to festivals of international fame such as: Baalbeck, 
Beit Eddine (Lebanon), Carthage, El Hammamat (Tunisia), Timgad (Algeria), Jarash (Jordan), 
Arles (France), Krems, Linz (Austria), Bremen (Germany), Re Orient (Sweden), Pavia (Italy), 
World Music Festival in San Francisco, New York, Cleveland (USA), Wellington Music Festival 
(New Zealand), Arabesque (Washington, DC) and the Fes Festival of World Sacred Music in 
Morocco. He has performed in such prestigious halls as the “Palace of Arts” in Montreal, 
“Symphony Space” and “Merkin Concert” in New York, “Berklee Theatre” and “New England 
Conservatory” in Boston, the Kennedy Center in Washington, DC, “Royal Festival Hall”, and 
“Queen Elizabeth Hall” in London, “UNESCO Palace” of Beirut, Cairo Opera House 
(Egypt), “Reciprocity”, “House of the Cultures of the World” and “UNESCO Hall” in Paris, 
“Central Dionysia” in Rome, “Yerba Buena” in San Francisco, “Sodra Teatern” in Stockholm, 
“Bozar” in Brussels, Royal Tropical Institute in Amsterdam, Konzerthaus in Berlin, “Detroit 
Symphony Hall” in Detroit, “Sydney Opera House”, “The Arts Centre” in Melbourne, 
Australia, “The Champs Elysees Theater” in Paris and the “Teatro Alla Scalla Milano” in Italy. 
 
He has also composed several purely instrumental works like The Symphony of Return, Sharq, 
Concerto Al Andalus- Suite for Oud and Orchestra, Mouda’aba (Caress), Diwan Al Oud, 
Jadal Oud duo, Oud Quartet, Al Samaa in the traditional Arabic forms and Taqasim, duo for oud 
and double bass which was awarded the Grand prize of the prestigious Charles Cros Academy in 
France in November 2007. One of his recent works, Sharq, a choral symphonic composition was 
performed by the Italian Philharmonic Orchestra and the Piacenza Choir. His latest work, “Arabian 
Concerto”, premiered at the Qatar Philharmonic Orchestra inaugural concert and was performed at 
the Kennedy Center in Washington, DC and the Champs Elysees Theater in Paris. 
 
Marcel Khalifé’s compositions have been performed by several orchestras, notably the Kiev 
Symphony Orchestra, the Academy of Boulogne Billancourt Orchestra, The San Francisco 
Chamber Orchestra, the Orchestra of the city of Tunis, the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic 
Orchestra, the Italian Philharmonic Orchestra, the Royal Oman Symphony Orchestra and the 
“Absolute Ensemble”. 
 
Since 1982, Marcel Khalifé has been writing books on music that reflect his avant garde 
compositions and the maturity of his experience. He published Al Samaa, a collection of 
compositions for various traditional Arab musical instruments (1981), a six part methodology for the 
study of the Oud (1982), and Arabic Music-Theory and Practice (French Edition, 1984), Jadal 
oud Duo (1996), OUD (1997), Andalusian Suite for oud and Orchestra (2002). 
 
 



RECOGNITION  
“They remind us of our shared humanity as well as our shared responsibility to build a better world,” 
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki Moon said of Marcel’s use of his music to cross boundaries of 
faith, race, and social class.  
 
Marcel Khalifé’s works has been critically acclaimed both in the Arab World and worldwide. His 
creativity, innovations and his educational and humanitarian concerns and contributions to the 
promotion of arts and Culture in the Arab world has earned him tens of awards in the Arab World 
and Internationally. Upon his receipt of the National Palestine Medal for Arts and Culture in 2001, 
Khalifé contributed the financial part of the Award to the Edward Said National Conservatory of 
Music in Palestine. The Conservatory has since established in his name an annual music competition 
under the title of The Marcel Khalifé National Music Competition grants young gifted musicians 
financial support for their continued music education. Following are some of the awards and 
recognition that Marcel Khalifé has received throughout the years. 
1- The Intellectual Merit and Achievement Medal – Fez, Morocco 2008�2- Charles Cros Award 
(World Music category) – Paris, France 2008.�3- World Lebanese Cultural Union Medal- Beirut, 
Lebanon 2008�4- Cultural Movement Award- Antelias, Lebanon 2008.�5- Freemuse Ambassador- 
Copenhagen, Denmark 2007�6- UNESCO Artist For Peace- Paris, France 2005�7- The 
Lebanese Cedar Medal- Presidential Award, Lebanon 2005.�8- The National Palestine Medal- 
Palestine, 2001.�9- Algerian Ministry of Youth Award- Algiers, Algeria 1984�10- South Lebanon 
Cultural Council- Lebanon 1984�11- Arab American University Graduates- USA 1982�12- 
Arab American Community Center for Social and Economic Services (ACCESS) Dearborn, 
USA 1982.�13- Lebanese Ministry of Tourism- Beirut, Lebanon 1981�14- The Jerusalem 
Medal- Beirut, Lebanon 1981�15- The Cultural Achievement Award- Tunis, Tunisia 1980�16- 
The American Folkloric Festival Award- USA 1975�17- The Arab Music Foundation Award- 
Tunis, Tunisia 1974 . 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


